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Bet EV the Hint, which you 
or one of your Correſpondents 
ſome Time ago gave us, That the 
neglecting the Guard of the Seas 
hath formerly been made an Ar- 
ticle of Impeachment, may have had ſome 
Effect, where you intended it ſhould ope- 
rare. The Author of the Obſervations on 


the Condut?, &c. acknowledges *, That an 
Accuſation on this Head muſt neceſſarily 


raiſe the Indignation of the Public againft 
the Government (he thould have ſaid the 
Miniſters) if it be found true: And ad- 
mits that Letters of Marque and Repriſal 


are what our Merchants, in our late Situa- 
tion, with Regard to Spain, had a Right 


ro demand; which, I think, is a Principle 


you had ſome where laid down; and ſeems 


to have been extorted from him by He 


* Nn ea, pag. 5. * 
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meer Force of Truth. How then does hit 
Gentleman vindicate the Meaſures, which 
have been lately raken here, on Account 
of the Spaniſh Depredations? Why, he 
endeavours to pcriuade us, that the Depre- 
dations, committed by the Spaniards, arc 
not near ſo conſiderable as they have been 
repreſented ; that the Commanders of His 
Majeſty's Squadrons, in the //eſt-Indes, 
had Orders to protect our Commerce, and 
make Kepriſals; and that proper Steps 
were taken here for granting Letters of 


Marque. 


Tuxs Ek are the Conceſſions which this 
Licenſed Advocate for the M — rs has 
made; and theſe are his Heads of their | 
Defence. 1 


H E enters on the Account of the Loſes, 
ſuffered by our Merchants in the J/eſt-1n- 
dies, in the genuine Spirit of a modern Court 
Inſtrumeut. He obſerves, with Pity and In- 
dignation, the groſs Impoſition and daily 
Abuſes, which the Publick has ſuffered from 
ignorant and bold Pretenders to Politicks. 
He commiſerates the Caſe of Thoſe, whole 
private Fortunes are ruined by National. 
Duarrels : But a due Regard for Truth, 
and a juſt Concern for thoſe, who may 
have been aninformed, oblige him to en- 


quite into Fache, and to lay before the 
. 
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Publick the Reſult of his Enquiries. Ac- 
cordingly he favours us with, what he calls, 
a Liſt of Ships taken from his Majeſty's 
Subjects in the Weſt-Indies, ſince the 3d 
of September, 1725, collected from the moſt 
Authentic Teſtimonies. He tells us' that 
the whole Number of theſe Loſſes does 
not exceed 26 Ships. Nay, to give the 
Spaniards their Due, they make but 25 
(for one of the Ships was the Property of 
his Majeſty) And of theſe, 6 together a- 
mount to no more than 340 Tons. « Zet 
this, ſays he *, Is the long and black Ca- 
talogue of Bricith Ships taken from us by 
the Spaniards. Theſe are the heauy and 
ſevere Loſſes, which have ruined ſo many 
of our Traders to the Plantations. Theſe 
are the Loſſes, which have reduced ſo many 

Families to Miſery. I ſuppoſe, Mr. D An 
vers, you have ſome where or other talk'd 
at this Rate; becauſe I obſerve the Author 
exclaims in Tralicks ; which, among us Party- 

Advocates, is as much as to lay, Thus ſay 

the Gentlemen on the other Side. But if it 
ſhould appear that zho/e, whole Defence this 
Author undertakes, and thoſe, who have 
argued on his Side of the Queſtion, have 
ralk'd of the Spaniſh Depredations in the 
ſame, or a higher Strain, he mult ſet down 


* Obſeryations, pag. 29. | 
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under the Mortification of feeing the Dir? 
he aim'd at you light, where I dare an- 


{wer for him he does not ar preſent in- 
tend it. | 


Mr. Stauhope, who doubtleſs . was for- 
niſhed with authentic Teſizmonies, in a Me- 
morial to the Court of Spain, dated Septem- 
ber 24, 1726, ſpeaking of the Spaniſh De- 
predations in the Weſt-Ingdies, ſays, The 
notorious Infraftions, which the Spaniſh 
Guarda Coſtas have for a long Time made, 
with Reſpet? to the Commerce and Navi- 
gation of his Majeſiy's Subjetts in the Welt- 
Indies; Infraftions, which have been openly 
complained of, without the leaſt Aſſurance 
of Satisfaction, or Reparation. Theſe Things 
— ere ſufficient to exhibit the Reaſons, 
which induc'd his Majeſly to — equip the 
ſeveral Fleets he hath put to Sea. The 
fame Miniſter, in a * Letter on the ſame 
Subject to the Marquis de /a Paz, lays, 
When, notwithſtanding the frequent Re- 
preſentations I have made, They (the Court 
of Spain) have not thought fit to put an 
Eud to the Depredations and open Hoſti- 
lities, wh:ch have been, for ſome Time, al- 
moſt aaily committed in theſe Parts (the 
. Weſi-Indies) by the Spaniards ; or to give 
tbe King the leaſt Jatitfaction for the 


X Noyembes 25, 1726. 


Damages 
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Damages done to his Subjeffs in Violation 
of all Treaties : Damages, ſo many and {0 
great, that this Treatment from his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty would have ſufficiently u- 
ſtified the King's taking the moſt vigorous 
Meaſures for Redreſ5. By this true ah 
impartial State of what has paſſed be- 
tween the two Courts, it will appear, not 
only how much the King, my Maſter, has 
| been injured; but how great his Modera- 
tion and Love of Peace has been, in for- 
bearing to reſent theſe notorious Infracti- 
ons of Treaties — and the Hoſtilities com- 
mitted againſt his Subjects. You lee, Sir, 
that his late Majeſty, by his Miniſter, 
above two Years ago, complained of Ho- 
zlities committed againſt his Subjects; oper 


Hoſtilities, that had been then a long Time, 


and were almoſt daily committed, in Viola». 
tion of all Treaties; Hoſtilities, that had 
been then openly complained of, but with- 


out Satisfaction or Redreſs ; Hoſtilities, that 


would have ſufficiently juſtiſied the moſt 
 Vigorous Meaſures for Redrels. And yet 
now a nameleſs Author, who pretends to 
proceed upon Fact, and the moſt authen- 
tic, Teſtimonies, complains that the Spaniſh 
Depredations have been magnified from 


very wicked Views ; and, in Order to ſhew 


that they are not ſo conſiderable as they 


* N, B. This Letter and Memorial were publiſhed, among 
others, by Buckley, about the Time the Enquiry came out. 


have 
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have been repreſented, publiſhes a Lift of 
Ships, all taken ſince the Dates of the Ler- 
ter and Memorial; for though he entitles 
it a Lift of Ships taken ſince September 
1725; the fir/t Capture, in Point of Time, 
mentioned in the Liſt, was ſo late as March 
1726-7. 


Ir would be a Reflection on the Me- 
mory of his late Majeſty, as well as inju- 
rious to the Character of Mr. Stanhope, to 
produce any further Evidence by Way of 
Proof in the Cafe. A Fact ſo well atreſt- 
edinceds none. But perhaps it may teach 
our Author a little Modeſty for the future, 
if we let him ſee that other Gentlemen, be- 
fides yourſelf; Gentlemen, not ſuſpected of 
writing on your Side, have repreſented the 


Spaniſh Depredations in the very Manner 


he complains of, Ill mention but one; the 
Author of the Enquiry. He tells us more 
than once, that the Protection of his Ma- 
 geſly's Trading Subjects from the Depreda- 
trons of the Spaniards was one End of ſet- 
ting out the Squadrons under Admiral Ho- 
ſier, and Sir John Jennings. And ſpeaking 
of the Vienna Treaty, asks, * Will theſe 
Depredationt and Hoſtilities committed in 
the Welt-Indies by the Spaniards ; theſe 
Folences, by which the whole Commerce of 


* TI quiry, pag. Co. 
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170 
Jamaica has been well nigh deſtroyed, a 
the Trade of that Iſland reduced to a miſe- 
rable Condition, be now redreſſed? And a- 
gain to the ſame Purpoſe; * As to the Sgua- 
drons ſent to the Welt-Indies, J believe 
there is no one, who has an Eſtate in theſe 
Parts, or is concerned in any Trade thi- 
ther, who did not think it highly neceſſary 
to have a ſtrong Squadron in thoſe Seas for ſe- 
curing our Commerce; which muſi otherwiſe 
have been inevitably ruined, by the Depre- 
dations andViolences committed by the Spa- 
niards for ſeveral Tears paſi without Re. 
dreſs. Now, was the whole Commerce of 
Jamaica (one of our moſt valuable Settle- 
ments in America) well nigh deſiroyed by 
the Spaniſh Depredations ? Muſt our Trade 
to the Yeſi-Indies (the beſt Branch of our 
Trade) have been znevitably rumed, if we 
had not, at a vaſt Expence and Hazard, 
ſent a ſtrong Squadron thither to protect it? 
Have Hoſtilities been committed on our Mer- 
chants for ſeveral Years paſt without Re- 
dreſs? Was this true above two Tears ago; 
and was it Meritorious to lay ſo then? 
How comes it to be Criminal to ſay much 
leſs now, after our Misfortunes have been 
aggravated by freſh Injuries of the ſame 
Kind? 1 88 F 
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Ipo not deny or diſpute the Truth of 
the Lift, which this Author has thought fit 
to publith as far as it goes. I am not qua- 
liſied for that [ask ; I leave it to Thoſe, who 
are; though, I confeſs, I cannot reconcile 
the Liſt to Mr. Stanhbope's Letter and Me- 


morial, or to the Enquiry, which in 1726 


ſpeak of the HSpaniſih Depredations as a 
daily Inſult on us at that Time, which had 
neither been interrupted nor redreſſed. 


Bur what I inſiſt on is, that admitting 
his Lzft to be true, it proves nothing that 
was incumbent on him to prove; it an— 
ſwers no View, for which an honeſt Man 
would make himſelf accountable. He * ob- 
ſerves, that the /ate Libels have been 
chiefly filled with Inveflives on the ſup- 
poſed Inadlivity of our Sjuadrons, and the 
Depredatious (without Limitation in Point 
of Time) committed by the Spaniards on 
our Merchants in the Weſt-Indies; and 
therefore he has 2 himſelf with the 
greateſt Care and Impartiality to be in- 
formed of the true State of theſe Particu- 
lars. And again, f 1 ſhall now proceed 


o give ſome Account of the Loſſes ſuffered 


by our Merchants ( without Limitation in 
Point of Time) in the Weſt- Indies; which, 
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according to theſe Gentlemen, have reduced 
fo many Families to Miſery : And further, 
* come now to give tbe Account I pro- 
miſed, of what I have collected with Re- 
lation to the Spaniſh Depredations ( ſtill 
without Limitation of Time) in the Weſt: 
Indies. And after he has given us his Liſt, 
he cries out, f Ter this is the Long and 
Black Catalogue of Britiſh Ships taken from 
us by the Spaniards! —— Would not every 
one of this Gentleman's anin formed Rea- 
ders, Thoſe at leaſt, who had ſeen the Es. 
quiry, imagine that this Dealer in authen- 
tick Teſtimonies, was giving a Liſt of thoſe 
Captures, at leaſt, which make ſo frightful a 
Figure in that Pamphlet? Or does this 
Author imagine, that the Libellers, as he 
calls them, did not take the Depre dation, 
complained of in Mr. 6:anhope's Letter and 
Memorial into their Account? He com- 
lains, * that the Loſſes of our Merchants, 
in the Weſt- Indies, have been magnified by 
his Adverſaries; whom he repreſents as 
if impoſing on the Publick by repeated 
Falſhoods, urged with Solemmty. aud Se. 
r:ouſneſ7, and frequent Appeals to the Mer. 
chants on this very Head. Now, if this be 
the Caſe, it is not to be doubred, that in 
their Account of the Merchants Loſſes; they 

- Enquiry, pag. 21; F Page 29. * Page 5. 
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go as far back as the Enquiry does: And if 
they expreſs themſelves on the Subject with 
equal Solemnity and Seriouſneſs ; it muſt 
be owned that They have equal Truth and 
Reaſon on their Side. 1 


TuISs Harmony and exact Conſiſtency 
between Friends and Foes, in an important 
Point, rendered the Caſe extremely nice and 
perplexing. It was not ſafe to admit that 
our Loſſes had been conſiderable at any 
Time, ſince our refuſing the ſole Mediation 
at Cambray, and the breaking. up of the 


Congreſs; for that might have given Mr. 


D' Anders Occaſion for ſome malicious 


Triumph Nor was it adviſeable to deny, 


that our Loſſes had been very great ſince 
that Time; for that would have been giving 
the Lye to Mr. Stanhope's Letter and Me- 


morial, and dilowning the Enquiry. So 


that, gudcungue vid, the Danger is great! 
But our Author's Abilities are equal to all 
Difficulties of that Kind. He ſaw it would 
be of Service to his Maſters to limit the 
Account of the Spaniſh Captures, as much 
as poſſible, in Point of Time; and there- 
fore with ſingular Dexterity he ſhifts the 
Scene; and, inſtead of giving a full Ac- 
count of theſe Captures ( which was what 
he promiſed ) he all of a ſudden drops his 
Subject, and grows mighty ſollicitous for 
the Defence of the Hanover Treaty; and 

X __ * under» 
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* undertakes to ſhew that our Loſſes ought 
not to be aſcribed to the Meaſures taken 
at or ſince the Hanover Treaty; becauſe, _ 
ſays he, Our Loſſes ſince that Period, have © 
not exceeded thoſe of former more peaceful 
Times; and particularly they did not ex- 
ceed our Loſſes for the three Tears next 
after the Treaty at Utrecht. 


Ir the Hanover Treaty had. been the 
Subject of Debate between this Gentleman 
and his Libellers; and if our Loſſes /ince 
that Period alone had been the Subject of 
Complaint, it might have been proper for 
him, with Regard to his Adver/arzes, to 
have confined himſelf to 7hat Period. But 
that was not, nor could poſſibly be the Caſe ; 
for the Queſtion his Gentleman is con- 
cerned to anſwer, is not, when or where, 
but whether the Spaniards have not, for a 
long Time paſt, committed daily Hoſtilities 
on our Merchants; and whether thoſe 
Hoſtilities have been reſented in a proper 
Manner. Why then does his Account go 
no farther back than the Hanover Treaty ? 
And why is it confined to Ships taken in 
the Yeſt-Indies ? The Anſwer is eaſy. He 
ſaw that Complaints on this Subject had 
f made Impreſſions on ſome Perſons, who 
ere ſincerely concerned for the Intereſt and 


* Enquiry, pag. 29. T Page 7. 
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Honour of their Country. He knew that a 
true Repreſentation of the Caſe would 
ſtrengthen thoſe Impreſſions ; and therefore 

honeſtly contents himſelf, and hopes to ſa- 
tisfy his #n:mformed Readers, with a very 
partial and defefiive View of our Con- 

„ 5 


Ver this is the Gentleman, who com- 
miſerates as much as any Body thoſe, whoſe 
private Fortunes are ruined by National 
Quarrels; and complains, that our Loſſes 
have been magnified with a particular 
Pleaſure by the Writers on the other Side; 
whom he repreſents as having raiſed a 

roundleſs Clamour on this Head. Whe- 
ther theſe Writers, with the Author of 
the Enquiry, have magnified our Loſſes; 
or whether this Writer has not ſtifled the 
Truth from corrupt and wicked Views ; 
and, in a moſt inſolent Manner, played 
with our Misfortunes, by giving a par- 
tial Account of them, is for the preſent 
ſubmitted to every Reader's Judgment; 
though the final Deciſion of theſe impor- 
tant Queſtions muſt be left to that happy 
Day, when it will appear to the Satis- 
faction of an injured People, that what 
this Gentleman is inſtructed to call the 
Clamours of Di ſcontent, are the Cries and 

Efforts of real Diſtreſs and unfeigned 
Commi ſeration. 8 Fry. 
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I cannor diſmiſs this Head, of the 
Spaniſh Depredations, without clearing up 
one Point, in which the Writers on both 


Sides ſeem to be generally miſtaken. The 
Merchants have been often reproached 
with Negligence, in not carrying in an 


Account of their Loſſes to the Commiſ- 
ſioners of Trade, who fate, as it is faid, for 
ſome Time on' Purpoſe to receive them. 
The Author of the O&/ervatzions tells us, 


that he formed his Liſi partly from the Ac- 


count delivered in to theſe Gentlemen; and 


I think your Correſpondent Raleigh, in his 


Anſwer to that Pamphlet, takes it for 

ranted that the Commiſſioners did fit to re- 
ceive ſuch Accounts; which I am aſſured is 
abſolutely Falſe. The Caſe it ſeems was 


thus. A Paragraph having been inſerted in one 


of the News-Papers, that the Lords Com- 


wiſſoners ) would make the beſt Uſe of it 


 miſſioners of Trade and Plantations would 
fit, at ſuch a Time, to receive an Account 
„f the Spaniſh Captures, ſeveral Merchants 


attended them, in Purſuance of this Notice; 
but when they came to the Board, they 
were told that the Paragraph was publiſh- 


ed without their Order or Knowledge ; 
that they had no Directions to take Cog- 


nizance of theſe Loſſes ; but fince they 
were come, they might, if they thought 
fir, talk over the Affair, and They (the Com- 


In 
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in their Power, at a proper Opportunity 

Upon this the Merchants, who attended, did 
give them ſome Account of their own particu- 
lar Loſſes ; but when they return'd into the 
City, they told their Friends and Fellow-Suf- 
ferers how the Caſe ſtood ; which no Doubt 
was the Reaſon that others did not think it 


worth their while to give in their Accounts. 


—— Now if this be the Jad (as I am al- 
ſured it is) let the World judge whether 
it is not very extraordinary to reproach 
the Merchants with Negligence in this Af, 
fair, and to aſſert that the Commiſſioners 
did fit for this Purpoſe; and yet this, 1 am 


told, hath been aſſerted both within and 


without Doors. uf 


Our Author having diſpatched the Af- 


fair of the Spani/h Captures, and endea- 


voured to ſhew that they were not near ſo 
conſiderable as they had been repreſented, 


proceeds to the Buſineſs of Letters of 
Marque and Repriſal; which he admits, 


* Our Merchants, in the OJituation we 


were then in, with Regard to Spain, had a 
Right, both by our own Law, and that of 
Nations, to demand: And in order to ſhew 


that ſuch Letters were not refuſed, he gives 
us an Extract of an Order of Council, dated 
the 28th Day of March, 1727. This Or- 
der, every Body ſees, proves only that the 


*. Enquiry, pag. 35. 
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Miniſters might be then in a Diſpoſition to 
grant Letters of Marque; but does not 
prove the Point, for which he produces it; 
which is, that Letters of Marque had not 
been refuſed, He does not indeed under- 
take to ſay whether Letters of Marque 
had been refuſed before that Time; which 
I dare ſay he would not have omitted, if it 
would have ſerved his Purpoſe; becauſe he 
forgets not to let his Readers know, that no 
Application for Letters of Marque hath 
been made ſince the Death of his late Ma- 


: 


jeſty, except in the #wo Caſes he mentions. 

Ir ſeems, at firſt Sight, a little extraor- 
dinary that this Gentleman ſhould come ſo 
readily into a Conceſſion, that our Mer- 
chants had a Right to demand Letters of 
Marque; But as it was of Importance to 
him to put on the Air of Impartiality, 
which this Conceſſion has given him, ſo has 
he taken ſpecial Care that good Words ſhall - 
not do him, or his Maſters, the leaſt Preju- 
dice. Says he, In the Situation we were 
then in, the Merchants had this Reght. 
Then — hen? have carefully look'd over 
the whole Paſſage, and cannot find, by any 
Thing that precedes this Conceſſion, to 
what Point of Time it is limited: So that 
as it ſtands here, it amounts to no more 
than this; that at /ome Times, and under 


* Enquiry, pag. 37. 


ſome 


( 16 ) 
ſome Circumſtances, our Merchants may 
have a Right to demand Letters of Marque. 
But fince our Author is fo cautious of declaring 
to our Merchants, at what T ime, and under 
what Circumſtances, they have this Right; 
Pl venture to tell them that, when oper 
Hoſiilities are daily, and have been, for a 
long Time, committed upon them by a fo- 
reign Power, without Satisfaction or Re- 
dreſs ; eſpecially when theſe Hoſtilities have 
been repeated after frequent Complaints to 
that Power ; when ſuch Hoſtilities are /0 
many and ſo great, as would ſufficiently 
Juſtify our taking the moſt vigorous Meas 
ſures for Redreſs ; at ſuch a Time, if ever, 
they have a Right to demand Letters of 
Marque. Mr. Stanhope's Letter and Me- 
morial, with the Enquiry, to which I have 
before referred, are a Proof, berter than ten 
Thouſand of our Author's authentic Ac- 
counts, that this was the Caſe of our Mer- 
chants, with Regard to Spain, long before 
it is ſo much as ſuggeſted, that any Steps 
were taken here towards granting Letters 
of Marque. Our Author was aware that 
Frequent Hoſtilities, committed on one Cide, 
would juſtify Hoſlilities of the like Kind 
on the other; or, to ſpeak more properly, 
would make it the Duty of the other Side | 
! to authorize the /zke Hoſtilities; and ther- 
fore, as well as for the Reaſons mentioned 4 
before, his Lift of the Spaniſh Captures 
| * begins 
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begins in March 1726-7, juſt ten Days be- 


fore the Date of the ft Order of Coun- 
cil, in Relation to Letters of Marque. 
But if he had fayour'd us with a full Account 
of the Spaniſh Depredations, and had gone 
as far back in that Account as the Memorial 
and Euquiry muſt be ſuppoſed to go, it 
would have appeared that our Merchants 
had been In fulted, and our Trade to the 


Weſt- Indies well nigh ruined, not Months, 


bur Zears before a ſingle Step appears to 
have been taken towards granting Letters 
of Marque; which yet our Author admits 
our Merchants had a Right to demand. 
He ſays, indeed, that the Commanders of 
our Squadrons had Orders to protect our 
Trade, and refers to his own Extratts from 
thoſe Orders, for a Proof of his Aſſertion. 


J have carefully looked over theſe Extratts, 


and find that Admiral Haſſer, and thoſe, 
who ſucceeded him in that Service, * were 
to look on the ſtopping the Gallons, and 
their Treaſure, as t er chief Care; and 
therefore they were not to riſque the Suc- 
ceſs of it on any Account f. To that End 
they were to remain at Carthagena, or Porto 
Bello, or the Havana, as the Caſe ſhould 
happen, to block up the Galleons in ſuch of 
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thoſe Ports, where they ſhould chance to 


* Enquiry, pag. 13. 1 page 8, 9. 
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find them. They have indeed Orders to 
Protect our Trade in the Weſt- Indies; but 
ſill, if they ſhould find the Ga/leons in 
Port, as in Fact they did, they were there 
Fo remain. If any of the Spaniards came 
in their Way, they might poſſibly make 
Prize of them for their Temerity ; but I 
think tis evident that they were not to re- 
move from the Station proper for blocking 
up the Galkons on any Account. Whether 
our Commerce could be proteffed by our 
Squadrons remaining in one Station, which 
the Spaniſh Privateers might eaſily avoid; 
or, whether it was neceſſary to cruige, in 
Order to intercept them, is left to the Judg- 
ment of Thoſe, who are acquainted with the 
Nature of that Service. | 


Tu preventing the Return of the Gal- 
Feons and Flotilla with their Freaſure, was 
to be the chief Care of the Commanders 
of that Squadron; and yet the Admirals 
had it not in Commiſſion to prevent the 
Fe-landing of the Treaſure, or to ſeige it 
zn Port, This, I think, is admitted by 755 
Author. But I will venture to go one Step 
farther. If the Galleons had put to Sea 
with their Treafure ; or if our Admzrals 
had met them at Sea, they had no Com- 
miſſjon (I mean it was not in their Ju- 
Hructions of the 28th of March 1716) 

to- 


to /eize them. They were indeed, in ſuch 
Caſe, * 79 aſe their beſt Endeavour, by 
Perſuaſion, or even by Force, to get them 
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and their Cargoes into their Poſſeſſion. 1 


have heard that it hath been maliciouſly 
asked, Whether a Britiſßh Squadron was 
ever before fitted out, at a vaſt Expence, 
tor a long and hazardous Voyage, to play 
the Pedants, and endeauour to perſuade f 
To perſuade an Enemy to part with an 

immenſe Treaſure; which, according to this 
Writer, f His late Majeſty had Reaſon t0 
believe they intended to employ for Diſturb- 

ing the Tranquility of Europe? No; the 
Admirals were even to uſe Force. But 
would a wiſe Man, who conſiders the 
Riſque and Conſequence Fo himſelf of 
ſtriking the fir? Blow in a War, that may 
involve his Country and all Europe in a 
Flame; would he (I ſay) uſe the Force 
that was neceſſary for /e:zzing the Gal. 
_ leons upon ſuch dark, and ambiguous Or- 
ders as theſe? Perſuaſion is to be firſt 
tried; and what Methods or Degrees of 
Perſuaſion, on one Side; and what Obſti- 
nacy on the other, might, in ſuch a Cale, 
have been thought ſufficicar to juſtify Force, 
is a Queſtion of too Nice a Nature for a 
prudent Commander to riſque his Head up- 
on. Bur I think it is plain, from þ a /uþ/e- 


'* Enquiry, pag. 10, 1 Page 8. 9 Page 4. | | 
Wi 2 quent 


1 
| wo Order, that this little heforing Word 
orce did not authoriſe the Admirals to 
ſeize the Galleons at Sea: For * on the 
Ig9th Day of May 1727 (above a Year after 
the Date of the fir/? Orders) Haſier was 
informed, that 7he King of Spain being at 
War with his Majeſty, it was the King's 
Pleaſure, inſtead of ſtopping the Galleons 
only, as he had been formerly directed, 
he ſhould now ſeize them. If the firſt 
Orders impowered him to ſezze them, 
what need of theſe neu Orders to the ſame 
Purpoſe ? But this is not all. Theſe In- 
ſtructiont expreſly ſay, that his firſt Orders 
impowered him only t ſtop them. By theſe, 
he is directed to do ſomething elle ; ſome- 
thing that his /t Orders did not extend 
to; ſomething inſtead of the Service re- 
quired by the fr/?, which is to ſeige them. 
So that taking theſe Orders together, it is 
evident that our Admiral, whole chief Con- 
cern was to prevent the Return of the 
Galleons and their Treaſure, was above a 
Year in that Service, without Commiſſion 
ro ſeize the Treaſure, and yet he was to 
ſtop the Galleons, and get them and their 
Cargoes into his Poſſeſſion by Force, without 
ſeizing of them. 


Ir theſe are Inconiſencies, which can- 
not be imputed to the Miniſters, I am not 


80 Enqliiry, pag. 14. ; 
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accountable for them. They are ſuch as #hjs 
Advocate of theirs, this Retailer of au- 
thentick Intelligence, has furniſned me with. 
His Pamphlet, conſidered in itſelf, is a 
ary, trifling Performance, without Method, 
Stile or Spirit; and were it not for a 


few Scraps of State-Papers, which he 
deals out to his Cuſtomers, his Book would 
appear to me a very harmleſs Thing. 
But as a Fellow, without common Parts, 
if he has been, or but pretends to have 
been, in the Whiſper of the Levee, can ſer 
the Lye of the Day going, till "tis whiſper'd 
in every Coffee-heuſe in Town; fo an Au- 
thor, who builds upon Facts and Dates, 
and ſuch like ſubborn Things, will meet 
with Credit among the Vulgar ; The Great 
LVulgar and the Small. Appealing to Ori- 
ginal Papers, to which the World cannot 
have Reſort, gives an Author a double Ad- 
vantage; as it looks like plain Dealing 
with his Reader, and at the ſame Time 
gives a Man an Air of Importance. This 
Man, ſays the courteous Reader, ig in the 
Secret of Affairs; he gives you Chap- 
ter and Verſe for what he ſays ; without 
reflecting that, original Papers, to which 
the Reader cannot have Reſort, and eſpe- 
cially Extras from ſuch Papers, are the 
weakeſt Sort of Evidence. But theſe Auni- 
ver ſary Apologies are not calculated for 
People of mych Reflection. They gene- 
Y Ws rally 
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rally come out, like Almanachs, about 
Chriſtmas, and ſeldom live beyond May 
day; for when the preſent Tarn is ſerv'd 
by them, they are cither forgot by the Pub- 
lick, or diſowned by the Maſters of the 
Game; though perhaps, in their Day, they 
had been adyertis'd in the Gagette in Capi- 
tal Letters, and given away about the 
Country, by the Officers of the Revenue. 
The Paper I have been conſidering has, I 
am informed, met with this Favour. The 
Enquiry had the fame about two Years 
ago. I wiſh its learned Author and De- 
fender would give us an authentick Liſt of 
Ships taken from us by the Spaniards to 
the Time of the Publication of his Book ; 
at leaſt, of theſe Depredations and Vio- 
lences he complains of; that the World 
might judge whether the Male-contents, as 
they are call'd, have magnify d our Loſſes ; 
or whether the Author of the Obſervations 


has not, from very corrupt and mimiſterial 
Views, leſſen'd them. | 


T am Tours, &c. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


In Vindication of our Weſt-India Mer- 
chants againſt a late Charge of Theft and Pyracy. 


By CaLEB D'Anve rs of Gray's-Iun, Eſq; D 


T HEN I firſt undertook the Employ- 
ment of a Political Writer, | had, 
I confeſs, the Curioſity to read moſt of the 
Pamphlets and Papers, which were pub- 
liſhed againſt me; in Order to rectify my 
own Miſtakes, as well as to remove thoſe 
Objections of my Adverſaries, which I 
found to be invalid. But their Productions, 
in general, have been ſo wretchedly mean, 
that I ſoon grew ſick of this Drudgery, and 


thought it Loſs of Time to look into any 


of them, till I heard them recommended 
by one Party at leaſt, or found that the 
other expected I ſhould rake ſome Notice 
of them. For this Reaſon, I make no Doubr 
that many of theſe profound Scribblers 
_ careſs themſelves with an Opinion that they 


have gal/d me in Writings, which 1 never 


read, or ſaw, or heard of; unlels, perha 
in the public Advertiſements. This would 
certainly have been the Caſe of a little, 
dirty Compoſition of Falſhood and Scurri- 
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lity (intitled, One Word to the Craftſman 
Extraordinary) had I not found that ſome 
eminent Merchants, in this City, thought 
their whole Body (and eſpecially thoſe tra- 
ding to the Yeſt-Indzes) moſt infamouſly 
vilified in it, and ſeemed to deſire that ſo 
vile an Inſult upon them, under all their 
heavy Loſſes, might not paſs without ſome 
Animadverſion, at a Time, when they are 
applying to Parliament for Reparation. 


I was induc'd, upon this Account only, 
to give the Author of One Word a curſory 

Peruſual; and, finding the Complaint juſt, 
to beſtow a Mord or two upon it, by way 
of Reply, in Vindication of our injur d 
Merchants, without making any Remarks 
on his Billing ſpate Reflections, and impo- 
tem Menaces. 


Tux foregoing, excellent Letter (which 
T had the Honour to receive from an n- 
known Correſpondent) is, I think, a full 
Anſwer not only to the O&/ervarions, but 
to this Pampblet, which ſtruts forth as its 
Second, with Regard to the Spaniſh De. 
predations, Letters of Repriſal, and the 
Inftruttions of our Commanders in the Weſt- 
Indies. But the Second hath gone beyond 
his Principal (to whom my S 
conſines himſelf) in ſeveral Points; and as 


it commonly happens to bad Advocates of 
1 5 | a bad 
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a bad Cauſe, hath left it even much worſe 
than he found ir. 


_ His chief Deſign is to prove that our 
 WYeſt-India Merchants in general, and thoſe 
of Jamaica in particular, are no better than 
a vile Combination of Smuglers, Pyrates 
and Thieves, who make it their Buſineſs to 
plunder the Spaniards, and carry on an illi- 
cit Trade, contrary to Freaties; that the 
true Reaſon of their deſiring Letters of 
Marque is to ſecure this wicked Traffick, 
as it is called, and not to protect their own 
lawful Trade, or make themſelves juſt Re- 
prizals, 
Tris is the Charge in expreſs Terms. 
1 will now appeal to the World what Cla- 
mours would have been raiſed againſt mo, 
and what Puniſhment I ſhould moſt juſtl 
have deſerved, had I preſumed to treat 
large and valuable a Body of Men in this 
infamous Manner — I have been often cha 
ed, without any Reaſon, by the Writers 
againſt me, and even by ſome other Perſons, 
with giving Encouragement to the Spa- 
niards, and furniſhing them with Reaſons 
againſt coming to an Accommodation ; but 
may not zhzis Charge be juſtly turn'd againſt 
the Writer before me; or is it poſſible for 
him to clear himſelf from it? Is not the 
whole Drift of his Pamphlet to ſhew, > 
E e 
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the moſt bare-fac'd Manner, that our n- 
tunate Merchants are a Parcel of law. 
leſs Robbers and Buccaneers, who have no 
juſt Pretenſion to that Reparation, which 
they deſire for their many great and heavy 
Loſſes ? Is not this giving the Lye to the 
Enquiry and the frequent Remonſtrances 
of our Miniſtert, which repreſent theſe Cap- 
tures, in the ſtrongeſt Light, as «nju/t / 10- 
tences, Hoſtilities and Depredatious, and 
make them one of the chief Motives for 
ſending a Squadron, at fo vaſt an Expence, 
into the Weſt- Indies? Is not this giving. 
Encouragement to our Enemies, and fur- 
niſhing them with Reaſons for refuſing any 
Reparation ? nog 


T ue Scribler thinks that he hath 
elinched this Point of a Thieving; contra- 


band Trade, by quoting an Extract of a 


Letter from Jamaica, publiſhed in the 
Craftſman; in which my Correſpondent 
ſends me Word, That the Guardſhips be- 
ing gone from thence with the Galleons, 
they have ſome Proſpett of a flouriſhing 
Trade again ; at leaſt for ſome Time ; upon 
which, this worthy Gentleman begins to 
triumph, and cries out, I bat can be plain- 
er? The Spaniſh Guard-Ships are gone away 
with the Galleons; aud now the Jamaica 
Smuglers hope for à good Trade again; or, 
F you will, the Cruiſers are gone; the 
| | Coaſt 
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Coaſt is clear and — we will TUIE VES 
on. Fxtremely modeſt and civil indeed ! 
But I cannot fee how the Letter will juſti- 
fy ſuch a general Reproach, Ir hath long 
been a Complaint that theſe Guard Ships, 
under the Pretence of preventing clandeſtine 
Trade, do really obſtruct our laufu Com- 
merce, as it hath been often remonſtrated 
by our Miniſters, though without Effect, to 
the Court of Spain; and what does my 
Friend ſay more, than that theſe che Ships 
being now gone, the Gentlemen of Jamai- 
ca hope to carry on their Trade again, for 
ſome Time, without Moleſtation? 


Tar Gentlemen of this Iſland, I pre- 
ſume, do not pretend to juſtify themſelves. 
ſo far, as to maintain, or deſire the World 
to believe, that there are no ill diſpaſed 
Perſons in Jamaica, as well as in other 
Places, who tranſgreſs the Law; and are 
likewiſe ready to confeſs, that ſome of the 
Ships, which the Spaniards have taken of 
late, might be carrying on a prohibited 

Trade. But what they inſiſt upon, and are 
ready to prove, is, that they are not ali 
Pyrates and Thieves ; that many of them 
have ſuffered ſevere Loſſes, not only by the 
Capture of Ships within Bounds, and on a 
lawful Trade at Sea, but even by Depre- 
dations on Shore; That they have, from 
Time to Time, applied to the Spaniſh Go- 
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vernonrs of thoſe Places, where their Ships 
and Effects have been carried, for Reſtitu- 
tion; but always without Effect; and have 
frequently received Inſults, Menaces, and 
even * cruel U/age, inſtead of Redreſs. — 
Whereas on the contrary, they defy the 
Spaniards, or this eſpanioliged Scribler to 
name one Spaniſh Veſſel, carried into an 
Engliſh Port and condemned, unleſs taken 
with his Br:tannick Majeſty's Commiſſion; 
and if this hath been done, after the 
Time limited by Peace or Ceſſation, they 
appeal to them, whether the Hips and Ex 
fefs have not been punctually re- delivered 
on Oath, unleſs it hath happened to be in 
the Hands of ſome evil Per ſons, whom the 
Severity of the Law hath driven off the 
Iſland; which is all that could be done; 
Whether they have not had the utmoſt 
Juſtice the Law could give them ; whether 
they have not been handſomely treated by 
our Governours, or whether they were for- 
bid to apply, or ſent away, as our Clartmers 
have been, with Threats and Contempt. 
Let them mention any Inſtances of this Na- 
ture, and our Merchants are ready to give 
up the Point; but as the Cale is directly 


The Reader is deſired, for his farther Satiiſaction in this 
Point, to conſult a Pamphlet, entitled, The State of Jamaica, 
cc. Printed for — Whitridge, near the Royal Exchange, 
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contrary, they think this a proper Time to 
apply, at home, for that Satisfaction and 
Redreſs, which they have been ſo often and 
ſo unjuſtly refuſed abroad. As for Ships 
taken in either of the Bays, laden with 
Logwood, they are never inſerted in their 
Lite of Loſſes; nor do they claim any Re- 
Paration for them at this Time; though I 
am told, they do not allow it to be a con. 
traband Traffick, but think they have a 
Right to Trade thither, by Virtue of the 
American Treaty. — But this is no Time 
to contend for any Thing ſo doubtful and 
diſputable. Perhaps the Merchants con- 
cerned may take ſome other Opportunity to 
explain their Pretenſions on this Head, 


I am told likewiſe, that ſomething 
might be urged in Juſtification of the 
private Trade to the Coaft, which would 
be, at leaſt, ſufficient to ſecure it from 
the Imputation of Felony; but as that is 
not proper, I muſt content my ſelf with 
_ obſerving, that this ſcandalous Writer ought 
to have been better informed of the Po w] ER 
of the Governors of Jamaica, before he 
publiſhed ſuch undiſtinguiſhing Calumny on 
the Gentlemen of that Iſland. 


This Writer declines entering into any 
Detail of the Number or Value of the 
Cotes; --- .' .- 
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Spaniſh Captures ; which is, I think, very 
rudent in him, after he hath condemned 
all ro the Spaniards as lawful Prizes, 
being taken, as he tells us, from a Neſt of 
Pyrates and Plunderers. But as I find, 
that others of a different Opinion, are de- 
firous to ſee a true Account of theſe Loſſes, 
I deſign to give my Readers a rue Liſt 
of them, according to the beſt Informa- 
tion I ſhall be able to obtain, without 
including any taken on what the Spaniards 
call the Prohibited Trade. ade 


Bur there is another Thing, which my 
preſent Adverſary ſeems to require; with 
which I am afraid I cannot oblige him; and 
that is, to deduct out of my Lit all ſuch 
Britiſh Merchant-men, as have been ſnap- 
ped up by Spaniſh Ships or Sloops not in 
Commiſſion ; for it muſt be owned, ſays 
he, that ſome of them have been not Pri- 
vateers but Pyrates, and ſo are not charge- 
able on the Spaniards, as a Nation, or as a 
Government. I am glad to hear that the 
Britiſh Merchants and our Feilow-Subjects 
of Jamaica are not the only Pyrates in the 
Meſt. Indies; but though Ships, taken with- 
out the King of Haias Commiſion, are not 
chargeable on him, yet if it can be proved 
(as I am told it can) that many of theſe 
Captors have had Commiſſions from the 
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Spaniſh Governors, who are themſelyes often 
concerned in theſe Ships, I hope the un- 
happy Sufferers have ſome Right to Repri- 
fals; or, at leaſt, to Security from ſuck 
Practices for the future; and if our Sgug- 
dron had not been better engaged, or i 
Letters of Marque had been + : 
doubt not that the Seas would have been 
ſoon cleared of thoſe Ravagers. I am very 
unwilling to believe, that this Forbearance 
on one F ide, and theſe vigorous Hoſtilities, 
on the other, did proceed from any In- 
ſtances made by falſe Friends to the for- 
mer, or from the Aſſurances which the Jar. 
ter received from the /ame Perſons, that 
they might continue their Depredat ions, 
without any Apprehenſions of Refentment 
or Repriſals. But one Thing I muſt take 
the Liberty to obſerve; which is, that 
though the French and the Dutch, accord- 
ing to this Author's own Confeſſion, are 
concerned in this ſame S mugling, Thieving, 
Pyratical Trade, as well as our Subjetts, 
and conſequently are equally obnoxious to 
the Spaniards ; yet very few, if any, of 
the French or Dutch Merchaut-men have 
had the Misfortune to be ſuapp d up by the 


Spaniſh Cruizers, whether Commiſſioned or 
not, ſince the Rupture. * 


THis 
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TRIS worthy Writer ſeems to know | 
very little of the Barlevento Fleet; which, 
he ſays, is a Fleet of ſmall Men of War, 
kept on Purpoſe to coaſt along the Shore, 
and attack the Logwood Cutters and Buc- 
cancers; Whereas I am informed, by ſome 
Gentlemen acquainted with Parts, that this 
Fleet conſiſts of a Number of Veſſels, kept 
only to carry Money to St. Domingo and 
other Settlements, to pay their Garr:/ons. 


Bur however this may be (which I 
cannot pretend abſolutely to determine) he 
is very groſly miſtaken, when he ſays, that 
none but HWeſt-India Merchants deſired 
Letters of Repriſal; for if the Miniſtry 
had thought fir to adviſe the granting of 
ſuch Letters, he would have found, I be- 
lieve, that many others would have applied 
for them; but if the only Deſign of them 
was to protect Thoſe, who deſired them, 
in Acts of Theft and Pyracy, I think they 
were very wiſely and honeſily refuſed ; 
though in this he contradicts his Maſter, the 
Obſervator, who allows, that the Mer. 
chants, in the Situation we were then in, 
with Regard to Spain, had 4 Right to de- 
mand them; which cannot, I think, be juſt- 
ly ſaid of Thieves and Pyrates. 


Hex diſcovers the ſame Ignorance, when | 
he reaſons that Letters of Repriſal were 
never 

* 


31 | 
never granted but in Caſes of open Mar, 
which he preſently after contraditts him elf, 
by ſaying, that they are very ſeldom, if 
ever granted, till War is declared; nay, 
he tells us, that this did not proceed from 
the Merchants being refuſed, but from their 
not finding their Account in them. 


Bur I aſſert, that Letters of Repriſal 
have been often granted in peaceable Times, 
and with very good Efed , of which 1 
could produce ſeveral Inſtances out of our 
own Hiſtory, and thoſe of other Nations; 
bur the Thing is too well known to take 


any Pains to falſify the Aſſertions of ſuch 
a Mriter. 1 


IN another Place, he asks theſe wiſe 
Queſtions ; Was ever ſuch aThing deſired? 
Private Ships of War to protect Trade 
Was it ever known that Merchattts fitted 
out their own Convoys? and immediately 
anſwers himſelf, in the ſame inconſiſtent 
Manner, that they have very rarely been 
employed as Convoys, except on very en. 
traordinary Occaſions. Who ever ſaid, or 
thought that they were employed on or di- 
nary Occaſions? and if they have been 
ſome Times made uſe of, however rarely. 
upon extraordinary Occaſions, why does he 
ask whether ſuch a Thing was ever known ? 
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I will give him one Inſtance, and that ſhall 

be in the Ifland of Jamaica; which hath 
been forced ro Tax themſelves upwards of 
Six thouſand Pounds per Aunum, to keep 
two Veſſels cruiſing round the Iſland, in or- 
der to prevent the Spanzards, in peaceable 
Times, from ſtealing their Negroes, and 
committing other Enormities on their E- 
ſtates; as well as for convoying their an- 
diſputed Home Trade. — But ſuch In- 
con ſiſtencies and Contradictions are too com- 
mon in the Writers on this Side, to cauſe 
any Aſtoniſhment! 


IT is very obſervable, that the Gentle- 
men of Jamaica have been repreſented in 
the fame infamous Light by ſeveral late 
Writers, as well as this; particularly by 

the South. Sea Company's. Factor, and late 
Plenipotentiary at Soiſſons. What they 
have done to deſerve ſo much Calumny and 
I Treatment 1 cannot ſay; but however 
neglected, deſpiſed and inſulted this Iſland 
may be, I could almoſt venture to promiſe, 
that the King of Spain would readily accept 
of it as an Equzvalent for his preſent Claim 
and Pretenſions to Gibraltar itſelf; for I 
think I could prove, that if any Place can 
be of greater Importance to the Britiſh 
Commerce than Gibraltar, it is the Iſland of 
Jamaica; and I am ſure I could 1 * 
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ſtrate that it is of ten Times the Conſequence 
to the Spaniards. 


Tas Adyantages of this Iſland to Greer 


Britain, have been often ſet forth; but as 


they ſeem to be always induſtriouſly forgot. 


ten, as ſoon as mentioned, I will conclude 


with recapitulating a few of them. 


r. IT employs many Thouſands of Poor 


1 2 , * 


People and ruined Families, who cannot- 


provide for themſelves, and are obliged by 


Misfortunes to forſake their native Country. 


"4%. takes off the ſeveral Mans facrures 


of Great Britain, in which almoſt the 
whole Produce of this Ifland is veſted. 


Ir does not only conſume our Mann- 
fallures it ſelf, but vends vaſt Quantities 


of them to its Neighbours, particularly of 


the Staple Commodities. 


4. Ir furniſhes us with great Part of our 
Silver Bullion, which hath been ſo ſcarce, 


ever ſince this Iſland hath been in a declining 


Condition, 


5. Ir pays vaſt Duties to the Crown, 
not only for thoſe Commodities, which it 
produces itſelf, but for others, which it im- 


Ports into Great Britain. ] am told, that 
„ Rum, 


5 L 
Rum, for Inſtance, pays Four Shillings 
Duty, in Er gland, for what is worth but 
Thirteen-pence Sterling upon the Iſland. 


6. Ir is of very great Uſe to our Nor- 
tbern Colonies, the greateſt Part of whole 
Produce is vended in Jamaica, and the 
other Plantations; fo that the Inhabitants 
of thoſe Colonies are, in a great Mealure, 
ſupported, and the Duties, which they pay 
to Great Britain, are chiefly owing to 7heſe 
Plantations. | w 


7. Ir is ſo conveniently ſituated by Na- 
ture, that no Place in the Spaniſh Weſt-1n- 
dies is fo commodious, in Caſe of War, 
either to protect our own Trade, or to an- 

noy our Enemies, by lying in the middle 
of them. We have no other Place near to 
keep a Fleet of Ships in Harbour, or to refit. 


and vidual them upon Occaſion. What 


could our late Squadron, at the Baſtimentos, 
have done without Jamaica? And we may 
judge, even from what they did, what might 
be done by the Aſſiſtance of this 1ſland. 


THERE are ſeveral other Advantages 
and Benefits, attending the happy Situation 
of Jamaica, which it is not proper to enu- 
merate in this Place, or thefe ſcandalous 


Calummators ſhould be more particular 


anſwered. — I am indeed almoſt e 0 
——_ ö 


; 


C34] & 
of having taken ſa much Notice of them ; 
and nothing but a Point of ſuch a tender 
Nature as Frade, and the Cauſe of our -/uf 
fering inſulted Merchants ſhould have 
made me ſubmit to ſo, mean an Employ- 
ment. WE * „ FOB og 


THEIR Caſe is now coming before the 
Parliament; and as I hope they will be 
able to prove themſelyes an Honeſt, induſtri- 


| ous and valuable. Body. of Men, who defir C 


only the free Enjoyment of their own Pro- 


pert) and, Commerce, not any Protection 
for Pyracy and Rapine; ſo we can make 


no Doubt that they will receive all the Re- 


paration for their pat Laſſes, and all the 
Security for their future Trade, which the 


Legiſlature, in Conjunction with his Ma- 


Jeſty (the Father and Protector of all his 


People ) have it in their Power to give 


\ Grays - Inn, March 


the 1ſt, 1728-9, 


NM. B. I promiſed to conclude this Eflay 
with a true Liſt of the Spaniſh Cap- 
tures ; but the Accounts, are ſo vari- 
ous and confuſed, that it requires more 
Time than 1 apprehended, to adjuſt 

1 them 


5 
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at with that Exattneſs, which 1 
_ --: propoſed to my ſelf, I muſt therefore 
desire wy Readers to excuſe it at pre- 
; nts ; and. I ſhould he highly obliged 

to ths Gerlemen concern'd, if they 

. woul iv me their Aſſiſtance in it, 
5: oY ſepding me an impartial Account 
8. of theſe Capttres on a lawful Trade, 
42s far as they come within their Know- 


* 
3 
* 


ledge. Thoſe . — who will be 
+{& kind as favor 5 on this Oc- 
eon, are Gelired res tecily the Names 


00 
and Cargoec of 8 Ships taken, as 
Well as the Places, from —— th 
were fitted out, to which they were 
bound, and where they were taken. 
In the mean Time I will make it my 
| Buſineſs to examine and compare thoſe 
Accounts, which have been already 
. * x # * © by 
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